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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

Rm 8= 1534 CHK No., 34
4 Jan 1952

Capt. J.J. Rochefort, USN
U.S, Navel War College

- Hewport, R.I.

Dear Czptain Rochefort:

I have just finished checking, complllng end typing the Sixth Base
Air Force (and other) DesOpOrds trsnslated by Mrs. T and am forwarding
the material herewitl, You will find =z covering index which shows
what 6FGB DesUpOrds are contalned in the present translation, and also
what DesOpOrds were contained in previcus document t*anslatlons already
in your possession, We still have less then half of the 6FGB DesOplrds
for the period we are interegted in, but I hope that at least we have
the more important ones and that some of the missing ones will turn up
85 We pursue our research,

I row have Mrs. T going through the same series of documents agein,
this time to extract operations orders of other commands concerned witlh
the air phase - i.e,, Southwest Area Force, W1AB and W3AB. There is
a remarkable lack of documents for 5FGB, for what:'reason I do not know.
However, the Fifth was pretty much of g skeleton outfit by the time of
the LEYTE battle, so I trust that this gsp in the source mauerla; will
not be too serious, :

After we have finished extracting the operationé orders and other

useful battle reports, etc, from the cemmunications logs of the various
-alr wit war diaries and action reports, the question will arise as to
how much more of the air materigl the Commodore will require and how

he wants us- to provide it to him. The sction reports (sento shoho) of
the air units are guite different from those of the surface forces in
that, more often than not, they cover single attacks on one particular
day rathe; then all combat operations of the unit during the whoIe SHO
No. 1 Operation. So we hawe a whole slew of action reports for just one
small unit, and needless to say, we will get hopelessly bogged down if
we stick to our normal transleting method. It would seem thet, here at
least, the Commodore would be wise to make an exception and let us
extract end summarize the important facts from each action report. Very
often, otherwise, we shall be translating pages of detailed stuff about
a single attack mission involving a few aircraft of one Attack Unit, vhen
the final result is that the damned planes went out and failed to contact
anything, Of course, even when there was no contact, the essential

facts regarding the sortie are necessary, out it seems to be that a sum-
mary would fill the bill quite adequately. I hope that you and the Com—
nodore will give this some thought.

I received the Commodore's manuscript and covering letter after uhe
Christmas interlude. I have already gone through it preliminarily, but




due to tke intervention of the New Year holidey end the fact that I -
wanted to get the SFGB operations orders all checked, compiled, typed -
and sen'b off to you _as soon as possible, I have not yet been able to
draw up my comments on the msnuscript, I shell start doing that” ‘
right away and shall. send the Gommodore ny comments g&s soon as I can -
get them in shape. It is a.pity that this. sort of thing cannot be
_done in direct discussion instead of by wr:.ting, for.it would take
mch less time to get various intricate points stra:.ghtened out,

. If the Commodore is already back,- I trust that he had a plessant rip
and thet his Mother's health-is improbed.  Assue him that. I will get
on with the writing up of my -‘comments on his MSS just as fast as I can.

, With ‘best 1-.rish‘>s ’co yourself and Commander Har‘bmann: for a happy and
successful New Year, I am, ' ,

Sincerely,

%é?/

Clarke H. Kawakami

Incl.~ 2.copies, Jap. 'docixment translation
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CEK No. 35
15 Jan 1952

Commodore R.W., Bates, USN
Naval War College
Newport, R.I.

Dear Commodore,

I received yesterday your letter of the 9th and am heppy that you
are amenable to my suggestion regarding our handling of the air
material. I gather that you make the exception somewhat grudgingly,
but I am sure that when we actually start carrying the suggestion out
and provide you with some summaries, you will find the resnlts quite
satisfactory. Also, I don't think that you need worry about our failing
to provide you with all items bearing on "command decisions®. If they
are in thedocuments, we'll cive them to you. So far as the air unit
detailed action reports are concerned, ths summary method should enable
us to give you precisely the facts you need in much more concise form
and at a marked saving of our time.

With regard %o your second point, we will make every effert to
provide you first with all material bearing on the period prior to 17
Oct. However, as you can easily understand, it may sometimes be
advisable to translate later material too, so that it will not be
necessary to come back to the same documents repeatedly.

I rave finished my comments on the first few sections of your MSS
and am forwarding them to you herewith. I hope that you will find them
of assistance to you. I shall meanwhile contimme with the succeeding
sections.

Best wighes %0 everyone,

Sincerely,

Gb X

Clarke H., Kawakami

Inel., — pp 1-5 of MSS with comments




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CEE No, 36

25 Jan 1852

Commedore R, W. Bates, USN
U.S. Naval War College
Newport, R.I.

Dear Commodore,

Trank you very muck indeed for vour kind letter of the 17th.
I sincerely appreciate your complinentary remarks, and I am most
happy that my corments are »roving Telpful, I will check further
on the matier of Mependﬂnt orders emaenating from the Naval General
Staff, though I am inclined %o believe that they cannot be
of an operational nature.

I am sendinz alonzg herewith my corments ocn the next several
pazes of the MSS uwp %o 'b"ve section on "Information Available to the
Japenese Commender. I think that we are over the toughest part
now and that things wzl.. Drogress more easily and swiftly from
here on.

im in 2 murry tc get this off, so will close now. Zest rezardis
to yom all,

Sincerely,

Gk i

Clarke H, Zawskam

Incl, pp. 6-10 of MSS, and comments




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CHK NC. 37
30 Jan 1952

Commodore R. W. Bates, USN
U.S. Naval War College
Newport, R.I.

Dear Commodore,

Am forwarding herewith my comments on the next section of Tour _
manuscrint concerning "Information Available-to the J apanese ‘Commander™.
Am continuing today with the section on deployment of the Japanese
naval forces.

Incidentally, a couple of days ago, Roger!s office came into PO 8w
session.of -a recentiy-published Japanese booklet showing all-the Japanese
aircraft used in World War II. It Is very useful-in enablinz us to
identify aircraft which the Japanese documente generally refer to only -
by bype-names such as TENZAN, SAIUN, etc. Using the booklet in conjuneCe. -
$ion with our own identification menual, we can come up with the type-
names which we uged —~ VAL, JUDY, etc. I checked on the YKI.67 new—type
heavy bomber!, which I referred to in my last babch of comments, and
found that it wes the "Betty Tynewl medium bomber. The Japanese also.
referred to it'as "Type-IV heavy bomber! and HIRYU.- -

Best wishes,

Sincerely,

1Y,

Incl, - pp. 11-19 of MSS, with comments




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

Tarl 1O -CY5495LzJe
TART F -oop ™™

CER No. 27
7 Feb 1052

Commodore R. ¥. Bates, USN
Noval War College
Yewoort, R.I,

Dear Commodore,

Am forwardlzg you herewiik my comments on the next several Daces
of your manuscriplt, covering most of the section on degioyment of
the Japanese raval Torces,

I discussed this section with Captain Rochefort during his visit
here last week. He sugsested that I leave it aside uniil he hod &n
oprortunity %o ftalk it over witi you Surtker, but I thotght tlot it
would be just as well Zor me to go ahesd and write up my comments on
it as it stands, so that you will have them before you when you Con-
sider revising it. Theyv may possibly be of somehelp.

I was goinz to send along, wiitl this, a translation of some Mobile
Force orders petinent to the subject of the aliocations. Ho sver, I
trink that it would be wise if I axtended the translaticn to cover
additional orders esssential to your development of the background, not
limiting them jvs{ %o the Mobile Force. I will get on this immediately,
tefore continuing with my comments on the remaining vortion of the
manuecripte.

Best wisghes to you all.

Sincerely,

Clarke E. Kowokanmi

Incl. — pp. 20-20 of MSS, wisi comrents atbaehed
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CHK NO. 35
February 13, 1952

Commodore R. V. Bates, UST
Naval Var College
wewport, R.I.

Dear Commodore:

aa forwarding you herewith translations of quite a number of orders
and dispatches (prircipally Combined Fleeh and Mobile Torcs) pertinent
to the background poriion of your study up %o 17 Cel. I would suzgest
that, when your yoeman proceeds to tyvoe them P, ae Ffoilow the method
and formed wilcl I employed for the 53Go LesOpOrds, listing 211 %ae
sources at Vne Teginning and then giving only the appropriate source
nuriver for each order or dispatch. I have drawn up the list of sources
on the cover sheeis and marked the source numbers on ezch separate
cispatch. I have also arranged the whole business in coronolozical
order rether than by command, since I think that thisg gives a much
clearer picture of how things developed. Incidenis™ly, tell Captain
Rochefort that the translation includes those nessages which he marked
for translation in {he document he rsturred o us, provided they
fell in the period up %o and including 17 Oct. The others we are
leaving uniil later,

You will find in the translation the Mobile Force orders to iieu
I made specific reference in my last comments, and besring on the matter
of the allocation of Torces. These o-ders are all kst I coulid firnd
for this command bearing on this subject, in the documenbs presently
avallable bo us.

There are 2 zumber of very interesting dispatches in the Sranslaiion,
in particular, C/S Combined 101812, 10 Oc%; C/S SW Area
Fleet Dispatch 10155k, 10 Oc
C/S Gombined Fleet Dispateh
1831110, 18 Oct, ig aiso = v
Tae background period,

value Y
they from the first doubted the
don't think that they really saw the

8 e
<l b

. 0

veracity

light mntil

Sincefelyv,

itV

Clar}’:e H . k?}.r&‘é\:aﬂ i

CHK* 37)




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CHE WO. uin
18 Fabh 1082

Commodore R, W, Bates, USY
Tzval War Cclleze
Newport, R.I.

Daar Commodora:

Am forwarding herswith a few more tronslated Combined Tlaet orders.
Two of them were already ziven in Capt SZIBATA'S diary, bub I taocuzht
1% vest to teke thexm from communicetions logs in the actual war diaries,
so that you can see exactly %o whonm they were adlressed, atc, Yon
will note theh Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 331, 0925 10 Oct (SHO 2 alert
for the base air forces) was sent info o SHINCHIKU Base, where Tojoda
was, Thig has a Dearing on tke guestion vou pose in your lebtter of
the 1B%k, received this morning, I shall be rezly o discuss thig
matbter when you phone tomorrow morning. Capt Rochefort is correct in
gaying that the DesOplrds were all issmed from Combined Fleet head.
quarters at HIYOSHI, and the Special DegOu0rds from TglY0D4 on Taiwan,
However, he ig not right in assming that G‘/ S Combvined Fleet could
iseue any DesOpOrds in the names of CinC Combined Fleet withoud referring
ther o TCYODA., This weull lLiove created guite an imposcible eijuaii
as ou can easily imagins, I Telieve ithe onewew ig si=siy Shed
OfS Combined Flest itsued most of the DesOp0rds from FITOSET wpon
TOYODA'S instructions, with the voseible excention of the initizl alers:
orier.,

\
I am also studying your letter of the 14th indicabing the Dvar-
ficular nmatters on wiich you need further dsta. We shall be able o
previde you with quite bit of piscemeal dnta cencerning the reenltd
claimed by Japanese air unite In attacks on Halsey's forces. Ve
also will dc our Yest on the subject of Japanese air logses, TuY as
I he-re Sreouently pointed ovk, there ig inzdequate source mabterizl
to enable us %o come up with any overall figurss wiich we can be
reascnalbly svre arve complete,

With regerd to the 6738 material which Capt Rockefort btrought down
here, I hate been so tusy with my corments on your MSS and with the
background stuff that I have not et been able to zo through it. I
shall do 80 as soon a8 I get clear of some more of the backzround crders
we have translatsd for various commands, mainly air, and I can then see
how much of the material needs to be translated for the backgrovnd vhese,
Chviously, now that the heat is on, we must be caraful to ¢irset our
translating effort where it is most vitally needed. We can't do everything
at once.

Sincerely,

X .

Y/

Clarke H, Kawakami ‘4\

(%L @«T;,oiw Hlles Ik EHKE Y

Inel ~ translation
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CHK ¥0, U2

3 Mar 1952

Captain J. J, Rochefort, USH
Naval War College
x.mrt’ R.I,

Dear Capt. Rochefert,

I received this moraiag ysur aote of 28 Febd asking ne te semd you
the War Diary of the Mobile Force for Oct 194l. The only document
proximating this Is VWar Diary First Mobile Fleet, 1 Mar = 15 Bov 194k,
whick coxtains very little useful information in it snd which doesalt
sasver the questions you are comcermed withi, I tremslated all the
relevant extries in this document long ago, but they were of such
nizor importance that I meglected seading them uwp to Newport. I shall
type them up later this veek .and send them along, but they wen't give
you muck additiomal datae. :

Since the documeat in question doesm!t answer yeur questions, I
researcked around to see if I could find ths amswers for you., The Mobile
Fleet ¥War Diary does imdicate that 653 Air Gp headquarters was at OITA
Air Base on 10 Oct, but I have no documents showiag whether all the
Group's flying units were thers or mot. 601 Air Op ¥ar Diary, Oct 19hl,
WDC 160295, NA 12535, imdicates thiat the hq and most of this air £p W
at MATSUTAMA Air Bage, with a part at MIYAZIXI, We don't lave 634
Air Gp wvar dlary for Octeber, btut ths War Dlary for September (also
contalzed im WDC 160295, NA 12535) imdicates that the carrier bomber umit
vas then treining at IVAKUSI, the seaplane bomber mmit at KURE, the

fighters at and the TENZAN wait at No, 2 MIHD, Where ths
hq vas I can't determine, \ ¢,/ /oy i

As for the carriers, War Diary ZUIHO, Oct 19hk (WDC 161636, ¥A.11973)
indicates that this carrier was at OITA ox the 10tk, CHITOSE and
ZUIEAKU were at KUER (¥War Diary CHITOSE, Oct 1944 axd War Diary ZUIKAKU,
Oct 194k%; also WDC 161636, ¥A 11973). There are mo war diaries for
the other carriers, mafortumately. I will check in the Tabular Records
and see 1f I can find anything there for CHIYODA., Do you also want
Sis location of AMAGI and UNRYV (Cardiv I)? Judgag from C/S Fifth Fleek
Diepatch 162202 (10 Oct) to Com XURE Nav Dist (already tramslated and
;ut up to you), it would appear that ISE and NYUGA were at EURE on 10

cte

4R 7 I have the Commodore's query as to why we want 4 copies of traasia.

_ tions dowa here. I wvas under the impressiom that I told you lomg age

. pff whBat we did with the & copies dowa here - 2 to Roger, 1 for Mrs. T sad

yo?
o

1 for me. If ecomomy is vital, I daresay Mrs T and I could get alomg with
Ponbotnuu. However, I do thisk it wise for us to have ome extys copy

@
.{0. tmt we can spare in case you should ever lese one up there, More about

this in another letters I am feeling miserable with aa incipient fiy




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CHE nﬂo )&1
28 Feb 1952
Commodore R, W, Bates, USN
Haval War College
Hewport, R.I.
Dear Commodore,

Tour let®s r of the 26tk came this moraisg, and it Is emcouraging
to leara thai our efforts are being appreciated up there.

Be your query oa tlis physical location ef Comdr Mobile Yoree ox
Oct, the amswer is that he was flyisg his flag at the headguar texs
the 65314 Alr Gp at OITA Air Base. He was thsre until 18 Oct
vhen he tramsferred his flag to ZUIKAXU ia preparation for ths sortie
£ the Main Body. As the source for this, gnmy citelarm;go
First Nodile Fleet, 1 Marck - 15 November 194k, ¥WIC 160341, BA e

Re your request for further search data on KANOYA searckes for
12.17 Cet, I sent off yesterday a couple of traaslatiens of 11tk
Becce Uait ("T* Force) searck reports coveriag searches by that
uait on 13 and 17 Oct, I do mot doubt that there wers additional
searckes by aircraft of other umits, but unhapprily we have 20 other
documents. I presume that, frem the 6FGB and other air erders tist
ve have translated, yeu do kmsw pretty well what searchess vere
orderel, evex though we may met have saay confirmatien tlat they were
all carried outs If I should be able te discever any additienal
scraps of iafermatien oa the subject, I will sead them ex premptly,

Sincerely,

T




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

o o »
Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED ST?I‘ES GOVERNMENT

To  : Commodore B. W, Bates, USK DATE: 7 Map 1952
FROM : Kawakemi

SUBJECT: B

Heyewvithk a couple mors tramslations of air mit actiom reports (70Sth
Attack Uait) and also an already typed traaslation of the pertimeat portiom
of the First Mobile Fleet War Diary, whichil told Capt. Rochefort in my
recent letter to him I would send aloag shortly. EHe will see that the
documeat is of relatively little usefulmess, though it does coataia a fow
interesting facts —mmch as the entry imdicating that CARDIV 3, inm early
Octoder;, was prepariag te move to SINGAFORE, Yeu cam use this ia your
background discussion vhers you said that CinC Combimed Fleet and Comdr
Mobile Forcs plammed to recomcentrate or remmite the carrier force aad
the main fles) striking force (IYB) in the SINGAPORE area in Novenmber.
I believe you cited an USSBS imterrogatiom as a source for this, Here is
confirmation ix an origind wartime document,

Beceived your query of ths lth yestsrday pum. ni am gettiag on it
immediately, 7 7 P €
Shceroly.

See CHK (3/ 2f52) %y 4227 )

———————— X




STANDARD FORM No. 64

[ ()
.Oﬁ‘ice Memorandum - uNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

‘10 : Commodore R, ¥. Bates DATE: 5 Mar 52
FROM : Kawakami ‘

SUBJECT:

Herewith a coupls mors traaslations of action reporis for maits of
the 653rd Air Gp (CARDIV 3) which took part ia the TAIVWAN air opemtionms,
I4.21 Oct. These rsports ars bothersoms ia that the actiem summary sections
don't give any times, courses or positioms. Ia case of the 263rd Attack
Unit rsport, this deficiency was remedied somewhat by the appemdage of
charts coveriag a majority of ths search and attack missions and giviag
times of departure and courses, etc., The 166tk Fighter Uait report hkad
20 ciarts of this aature. A

You can see from these reports vhat a lot of work is required to
obtaia so meager useful informatiom, It seems liks a lot of wasted effort.

CHK

P.S, How 1s Hartman doimg? I wisk ke would
of what he wants 2o &ive me Just a 1ittle teeay iakliag

» & what he doegnl!t vaat « o
: - ths la




S ® °
| O]ﬁce Memorandum - vnirep states GOVERNMENT

TO : Commecdore R, ¥W. Bates DATE: 3 Mar 52
FROM : Kawakgmi '

SUBJECT:

Herewitk tramslations of actien reports of the fighter detachmeats of ths .
254tk and 256k Air Gps (Chisa) which wers tramsferred to TAIVAN and operated
under command of 14tk Combimed Air Gp.

¥e have a fev more actior reports coverizg the TAIVAN air battle (708th Attack
Unit and 166tk Fighter Unit), but tiat will be everything, Hope to get those
off during the week, After that, we will scrape thes barrel te see if tiere
are any useful scraps of iaformation that we misse&, but I'm afraid that we
have turaed up just abeut all there is.

Sizcerely,
CEK

(AR 3/ >)
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Oﬁice Memo’mdzzm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

™0t Commodore B. ¥, Bates, USH DATE: 29 Feb 52
FROM : Eawakami (ﬁlﬁ)

SUBJECT:

Herewith: some more miscellaneous air orders, primeipally beariag oa ths
shift of 12AF (2FGB) and 3AY (77¢B) wnits dewn te the KYUSHU ares. They

should help Hartman to ascertaia just vhat was vhere ox a certain date.

A fow more GFCB DesOpOrds are imcluded. I would bave dome them earlier,
tut I thought Mrs. T had already traaslated them.

There are a fev W1AB search erders here, 0o, which should help to £ill
the gaps ia the ¥Q' Sector searck picture,

— CHK#2-27-52 Saserely,
(SQL #2 ) CEK

PS = Doa't know whether Mrg 7 '
o time rs I car staand the straia much 10_“”' I am giving her

AN




STANDARD FORM NoO. 64

® . e
Oﬂice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO, : Commodore Bates > DATE: 29 Feb 1952
- H

FROM : Kawakani [__,,,Q

SUBJECT:

Horewith a couple more bdrief translatioms pertiment to this air operatiom
durizg the preliaisary period. The full 5lst Air Flet order for the "general
attack® of 1k Oct sheuld be helpful. Together witk tls VW1AB battle reports
coverizg the attack operatioms of that date, you sheuidi have a pretty good
picture of vhat happened on 1k Oct anyvay.

The merit report for the lith Combimed Air Gp ifsx't toc helpful, but yeuw
can pick up a few scrajs of useful infermation here and there. & 1little more
or ths 1% cfi vill be seat aleng shortly ia tramslations ef actiom reports:
of the fighter detackments of the 25% and 256 Air Gps (from China) whick

m:atod on Formosa umder llcfg command, largely as fighter interceptien
'

V , . Sincerely,
(See CHI™ Sohs) — om




STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁice Me’mo‘?mdum « UNITED STA’TES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢  Commodore R. V. Bales . DATB: 27 Feb 1952
FROM 1 Fgwakani
' SUBJECT: .

Herewith tranelatioms of some more air orders, etc. for the background phase.'
'These are oa the next level bslow 6FGB and are for 5lst Air Flot, which
commanded Western Attack Force 1 (W1AB). I think Comdr Hartmam will find them
useful. ) : ’ . -

I would like to call your attemtion in particmlar to the WIAB Battle Reports
included herein. They will provide you with some data on Japanese claims
and losses in some of the air actioms off Formosa. It is $oo tad we don's
have sipiler Dattle reports for all the other Attack Forces. Ws did have some
for W2AB in the 25%tH Air Flot document, already translated.

Hope you are satisfied with the flow of material. We are knocking our-
gelves out dowz here. .

(Rew CHK 2-27-52) o

fi}ﬁe I Tum_s
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D ‘crmnramm 64

Ojﬁc‘e Memo’ﬂmdum UNITED S'rgrEs GOVERNMENT

/
TO : Commodore Bates (A%4'n Comdr Harimann) DATE: 25 Feb IQEf@

FROM : EKswakaml
SUBJECT:

‘ Herm a few search reperts of the 1Ith Recce Unit ("I" Force) for I3,
17 and 18 Oc'l?. 4ls0 an action report of the 703rd Attack Unit (also "I® Force)
on & n.;gh’c attack 13 Oct, in which a cruiser was reporbtad surk snd e 'oattlcship
demeged (and probably sunli.-)".

Despite the fact that duplicabory or tmessential portions have been omitted
from translationm in these reports, they are good examples of how much wasbted
effort ‘emwe—ix recsulie from the exaci-iransiation method. The esseatial
Zacts can De extracted from such individual sction reports and given to you
in brief, concise form. I propose to do thls from now on for the air abiom
reports, since that is the only way we will be able to cover all the material
on the background phase in time, I wish that Comdr EHaritmaz would be so gococd
as %o jot down exactly what facts he wanits. I cf course have & good idez,
but I would like him to defime hig mininum requirements. Thai will eliminate
any doubt.

'Sincersly,

CEK

1




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF NAVAL RECORDS AND HISTORY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLY REFER TO

11 March 1952

Dear Captain,

The ships you ask about in your letter of 6 March are listed below
with types and tonnage indicated:

YUHO MARD “(A0) 5226
HAKKO MARU ~ (A0) 10488 est.
OMUROSAN MARU 640) 9204
ITSUKUSHIMA MARU (AO) 10006
MANEI MARU (A0) 5226
NIPPO MARU (A0) 10000 est.
CHIBURL (PF) 9O
YURIJIMA (ac) %gg‘
NICHIEL MARU (40) 100.;.0
RYOEI MARU (A0) 10016
KURAHASHT (FF) 9o

Sources for this infromation the ®hefty tome®? from PSIS, and Japanese
Naval Vessels At the End of the War, compiled by Shizuo Fukui, 25 Appil
1947, Administrative Division, Second Demobilization Bureau. :

¥y respects to Commodore Bates and Commander Hartman.

As always,

‘R

Roger Pineau
CNO, Op-291

~ Captain J, J. Rochefort, USN
Naval War College
Newport, R. I.




9 DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

CEK NO. 43
4 Mareh 1952

Commodore R, W, Bates, USN
Faval Var College
Eewport, R.I,

Dear Commodore,

Received your two separate memos Jesterday. The ome pattiag us on the
back for our laboer was highly appreciasted. The other questioning me on
the disposition of the 4 copies of translations we receive came as quite
& surprise, as I already iadicated briefly iz my letter te Capt. Rochefort
yesterdays Your phrase "more by rumor tham by fact" is especially _
bafflizg, and you will pardon me if I framkly tell you that I resea¥ it,

I have aever been very good about dissembling ny feelings, as you per.
bepe lave discerned by amow.

I am surprised at your surprise because I am sure that, on ons of
Captain Rochefort's earlier visits whem we discussed the typing of oux
translatioas up at Hewport, I imformed him what we do with the 4 typed
copies of tramslatioms.. 4s I péecall, Rochefort saw mothing umreasomable
about it at the time. I maturally assumed that you thereafter kmew.
abeut it toe, and that you had mo odjection.

As I said iz ny letter to Rochefort yesterday, if ecomomy is a
vital comsideratiom, Mrs. T and I can do with ome copy between us mow that
ve are working ia the same room « though I still feel that it is wise
to have one extra copy on hamd just im case. (The extrs laber required
to produce this ome extma copy is far less tham the labor iavolved in ‘
retyping a vhole tramslation should a copy ever get lost and have te be

replaced.)

As for the two copies which go to Rogsr, it is exactly the sane thing
as for the two which go to you. Ome is for Adm Merisom to mutilate, dismember
and annotate as he will, ZThe other is for preservation imtact inx the Office
of Naval Records. Aciually, mcme of the tramslatioms have gome to Morisea
Yet. Roger merely arranges them ia convemiernt order and files them avay
wntil such time as Morisoz gets areund to workiag om the volume in whick
the Leyte battle will fall, V¥hem that will be I don't kmow.

Vell, that about covers it, I thizk, Now I want to got dowa to
something more prodnctive,

Siacerely,

Gk




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

o ®
Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  :  Commodore R. W. Bates, USN DATE: 19 March
Att'a Comdr Hartman
FROM : Kawakami

SUBJECT:

Horevith a few of the additional 6FGB items from the Tokyo Historical Section
nicrofilm. - e ’

The Itea munbers are mine, merely to desiznate sxpeombe individual parts of
the microfilm which we ars extracting. -

Othexr Items will follew, and you can simply append thsm to the accompanying
translations, as they will all be from ths same scurce.

=\ Hartman vill fiad soms figures on maval air strength in the TAIWAN and
HANSEI ShOTO areas in this material.

CEK

| S
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 I

e .
Oﬁice Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Commodore R, W, Bates DATE: I8 March

FROM : Kawakami

SUBJECT:

.Herewith a fow more miscellaneous tramslatioms to £111 in gaps im the
backgromad, principally with respect to ths exact physical location of various
units and ships, and their movements up to 17 Oct. I have mew givern you every-
thing there is of this nature covering the surface forces im the homeland,

Mrs. T is presently translating similar materfal for units of 1YE (BATDIV 1,
CRUDIVS 7 & 5, DESRON 10), and this will be forvardsd shortly. Movements of
CHUDIV 16 ars covered fn oms of the translations forwarded herewlth,

I have now had a chance to look over ths remaining 6FGB material con-
tained on ths Tokyo microfilm, and thers is some of it whick I think will be
helpful to Comdr Hartman. So I am shifting Back to the air side and will get
this material off as rapidly as possibdle.

I sent off yesisrday the doewument which Capt Rochefort desired. I
think that it should be gone through once more with a view to picking up what
remalning dispatches of value thers may be in them, If£ Rochofort will mark anye
thing hs feels might be usefnl, we will translate it upon the return of the docu-

m #
(W Cz‘j“t’ 1’/)’5 -#’z’j’ﬁz 4, #"; “6 7, CHK




STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁice Memor%ndum e UNITED STAgEs GOVERNMENT

TO : Cgh J. J. Rechefort © DATE: 12 Mar 52
FROM : Kawskami

SUBJECT:

Herewith translatioms of the typed material from Tokye. We did everythiag
with the exceptiox of the two items (12 amd 13) indicated on the coveriag list.

I am keeping the Japsmese originals here for the time being, simce there
is a chance that I may be able to identify some of the floating appendices.
I will returr them to you later, togetRer with the microfilm, if yeuw wish to
store themn up therg. - ) )

Have nov obtained a bdlow.up of the microfilm and will see if there is
saything worth translating. Do you thizk you might have use for tks appended
deployment tables to EFGB Rx OpOrd Ne. 6! _

What will the Commodore need om 1YB for the backgrewnd Period up to 17 Oct?

(Criced =~ CHK gfnfs2) '
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v s'rmmroaum 84

@ @
' Oﬁice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Capt o J.J. Rochefort DATE: 11 Nar 52
FROM : Kawakami |
SUBJECT: Correction

Iz my letter of 3 Mar, I wrote that the 634 Air Gp fighters were training
st T0KUTAMA, This should have been TOKUSETNA, (!hale nanes crop up frequently,
and it is hard to Eeep them straight.)

Fhe attached material which I have nthore& in answer to the Commedore’s
query .regarding the PD gent to help move the 653 and 634 Air Gps alse
helps te clear up the arsvers to your questioms on the location:of : these
Alr Gps as of 10 Oct.

- 1o 63& Air Gp:s part at TOKUSHIMA, part at IVAKUNI (hg wdoubtedly
at one of these two, but which I don't know)
2., 653 Air Gp: OITA Base

(e CHK 3-1-52)




STANDARD FORM NO. €4 . | . .
O]ﬁce Memor’mdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO. : Commodore B, V. Bates, USH - DATE: 1] Nar 52
FROM. : Kawakemi
SUBJECT:

Your query on the destroyers proved a lot more difficult to get tke answers
en thak I anticipated. Hovever, I've dome the best I could and written every=
thing up, including source translatioms ard all,

I anticipated seeing you by this time and thought I could kend ths stuff
over te you here, tut since you lmvea't turned uptas yet, ard may have come
and gome without having the time to drep im here, I think I had best seand
the material on to Newport without further delay. .

1 will, however, keep your manuscript here a while lomger just im case you
should come after all. Them, I shall be able to discuss it with you here.
I of course have kept a copy of my repert and the accompanying translations,
except the DESEON 1I and DESRON 10 Tables of Movements which I #m forvarding

in pencil MSS to be typed up there.
(Ser LHK 3 Ju f57'> Stacersly,




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

T @ .
y Qﬁice Memorandum + vNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Commodore R, W. Bates, USN DATE: 2} Mar 52

At$'n Somdr Hartman
FROM : Kawakami -

SUBJECT:

Herevith the remaining items from the Tokyo microfilm of G6FGE material. Item IV
contains the appended oyment tables of 6FGB OpOrd No. 6, with the exception
of two tables which we thought weren't worth trans - covering sheet
explains vhich tables we didn't do. If you want to have them, please let us know,
and we'l] do them, Iiem V contains material extracted frem GIGE OpOrd No. B2
re tactical organization and metheds. This oxder is a very lengthy document, but
in going througk it I couldn't ses that it would be of mueh use to Comdr Hartmsm.
I thought the tables showing the search and attack erganizationms night possidly
be of soms use, 80 we did thess - and alsc the drief table summarizing the
varieus tactical methods.

We are preseatly going through ths air documents to see if we can ferret out
&ny remaining scraps of materisl that might be useful for thke background phase.

Sinesrely,

e (s f e e S




GENERAL HEADCUARTER
FAR EAST COMIAND
MITITARY HISTORY SECTION, SPECIAL STAFF

Description of Microfilm

Records of Operational Orders for Sho Operations
Issued by Commander, Sixth Air Force (Second Air Fleet)
These orders are copies of Sixth Air Force Operational 28 2.4, 31,
Orders sent by cable: _ !
o T
/\( Crders Nos @ (9 Oct 4kL), 26 (10 Oct 44), 28<32 incl
/ ‘1 (10 Oct 14)5 33, 35 & 37 (11 Oct L;/., inel. ——g2,52
U, 71T ¢ incl. (13 Oct 1ncl (14
' Oct AA), 5562 imel. (15 Qct hk), (16
Oct (17 Oct 44), & Oct hh)
Wf"/‘jﬂ
A% yﬂ}ﬁecords of Operational Orders for Sho Operations

1
»3

Qy’/” ' Issued by Commander, Sixth Air Force (Second Air Fleet)

& SixiA Base Air Force fop Secret Ope M
Nos 2 (16 Aug Lik) (5 Sep 44),[7 (26 tug Ah) 12v”

(23 Sep 44) and T (27 Sep Lk).

Records of Special Attack Unit First Combined Base Air Force

»
/( Top Secret Orders Nos 1, 2, & 3, 27 - 28 Oct 1944.

Note: These orders were acquired by the Liguidation
""Division, Second Demobilization Bureau, Tokyo
from former Nevy Captain Shibata, Bunzo, Senior
Staff Officer, Second Air Fleet.




S ® ®
O]j’ice Memommlﬂm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :  Commodore R. W, Bates DATE: 26 Mar 52
FROM : EKawakemi
SUBJECT: .
Herewitk soms more air wnit war diary material wvhickh may be useful
in following the movemenis of air strengtl: to TAIVAN and the PHILIFPINES, and

the mumbers of aircraft involved.
CHEK

71
]
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Oﬁice Memomndzmz ¢« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Commodore R, W, Bates DATE: 27 Mar %
FROM : Kawskami

SUBJECT:

Heorewith translation of a little item which I ran across on ome of the
nierofilms from Tekyo which I borrowed from Army Eist Div. Because of your
emplinsis or probing the minds of the commanders, I think that you will fimd
it highly interesting and valwable. It gives a pretty good picture of vimt
Admirsl Ozews snd hfs staff wers thinkimg withk respect te the SEO plam and
the capabilities of the surface forces in their existiang cordition, It al'so
gives a more concrets piciure of Ozawa's fdess with respect to the shifting of
carrier strength soutk to strengthken 1YB, Apparently ke haé ix mind semding
only CARDIV 3, which would be ready first. CARDIVs I and % would remain witk
the homeland portiom of the fleet, ths ultimat ¢ Limm goal being to create
two strong mobile forees, each with directly supporting earrier air strengti,
vhich would hit the eremy frem nortk: ard soutk,

In this comnectiom, I recall that you sald im yeur manuscript that

CinC Combimed Fleet and Commander Modile Foree Planzed to reunite ths surfacs

(s Tl cHx 27 =




*- 4~ SEANDARD FORM NO. 64 .
~
B

' [
Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM
-

SUBJECT:

combat forces (Second Fleet) and the carrier forees (Third Fleet) in the Singapore
ares in November. This will require some revision in the 1light of the nsw
documentt, As pointed out above, it would appear that Ozawa d1& mot consider
feasille a complete wification of the fleet fa tlis southera ares evem thomgh
SHO I was: recognized as the greatest prebability. He apperently preferred heving
two striking forees with carrier alr, ome in the socutk and ome in ths mortk.
This may Bave Been because SHO 2 and ¥ also Bad to Be considered.

From the fact that Conbined Fleet did carry out some of ths recommendations
contained in this memorandum, it would appear that Toyoda was prepared to act
iz accordmnce with Ozawa's views generslly. However, the whele plan was threwn
overtoard by the half-assed and impulsive decisiex %9 actiivate SHO for the Bmse
air forces (incIndirg ths carrier air wnits) ex 12 Oct.

I received yezterday Toyoda's book with your request for a translation of

certalr pages. I was already familiar with this volume, having examined it in




ST @ o
Oﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO
FROM : -3a
SUBJECT: .

Tokyo. My estimation of it was and &s that it is of Iittle value as a source,
since Toyods appears to be wriiing too much em the basis of hindgight and
also seems to be attempting to pass the buck for some highly questionsble
decisioms. I hops, therefore, that you will take it with a goocdly dose of
salt JZpsom prefersbly).

In the letter from Tokyo, I detect the fime hand of Capt. OBMAR and&
company. (CHMAE is very clese to TOYODA and quite possibly consulted kim as
to what answer he sheuld give to your queries.) As you will see vher you
got the translatiom of TOYODA's book, the ansvers inm the lettsy - though
supposedly based on ths book -~ go beyond what appears there, I presume the
residue was in Takata's statement,

WIlL try te get the translation dome quickly, but there is a lot of
extraneous stuff in tlese five pagss. It could be sumed wp In a paragrapk.

CEK




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF NAVAL RECORDS AND HISTORY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLY REFER TO

CEK NO, ik

1 Apr 1952
Commodore R, W. Bates, USH
Haval ¥War College
n‘ml‘t, R.I.

Dear Commodores

I have just finished typimg up the translatioms of all data I could
locate pertinent to the queries put in your and Capt Rochefort's letters
of 26 Marck., This material is forwarded horowith. My own analysis fol.
lowss -

First of all, it is necessary to agree ox what portion of the carrier
air units Comdr Mobile Porce, OZAWA, was ordersd to transfer to 6FGB for
shors~based operations., The Combined Fleet order specified "all aircraft
of CARDIVS 3 and % capable of shores.based operations® « or perhaps a
mors exact translation would be "the full strengith of CARDIVS 3 and 4
capable of shors-based operations®. (With regard to Capt. Rochefort's
polat concerning ths parenthetical KO.SE.HA, which we disregarded because
it appesared to Yo a garbie in ths message, I rsally don!'t think that it
changes the meaning any even if translated *if navigable®. The only
docunent in which this message appeared was the ZUIKAKU War Diary, so that
it vas impossible to check it against other texts to see if the XOLSENA
was & garble or aot, UKO SEBA®, incidentally, is a rather doubtful way
of saying "if navigable”, as Rochefort suggests, It just ain’t Japaness.)

In any case, 1 think that the order simply meant that Comdr Modils
Forcs was to make available for shore-=bassd operations all pisxmmsaf the
strength of ths 653rd snd 63Uth Alr Ops that was currently operable,
The only limiting factor; I should think, was the number of flyiag pen.
sonnel ready for conmbat operatiens of any kind, Practically all of
the 653rd Air Gp's fliers should have been availabls, while the percemiags
for the 63lth may hawe been slightly less since its tmining wasa't as
far advanced as that of the 653rd.

Fortumately, I was able to find strength figures for the 653rd Alr
Gp as of 1 Oct (sse Tranalation 1). These show that ths total e o
operational aireraft of combat types on that date was 103 ~ 67 Zeros,
33 TESZAN and 3 SUISEI., This number may bavs increased slightly By 10
or 12 Oct, dbut agsuming that it was comstant, Comdr Mebile Force on 12 -
Oct released to 6FGB for shore-based operatiens 83 out of 103 operational
aircoaft, That is Detter than 80% for this air group, The Yulk ef the
20% he held back consisted of fighters.

A For the 63Uth Air Op, as you already know, there are no documents
whatsoever, The only figures that we bave are (1) the authorizea comple=
ment figures as of 15 Ang (see Pranslation §) and (2) the strength figures
as of 15 Sept 1944 given on sl cne of the tables included in the 6763
material obtained from Tokye. How reliable the latter figures are I donft

(s-(& mw (_‘//,f’#/’/_’”/"”zl*“if’:i/ %‘l/ﬁ ‘é )




knows there appears to be something screwed up In the figures since the
total of the operatienal aircraft of thes various types shown in the colums
of the table comes to 101 instead of 71 as shown in the total columm,
Since these are the only figures we have for 534, I guess we have no choice
but to use them, By 12 Oct, thers may have been some imcrease, but if

we use the same figurs « 101 - Comdr Mobile Force released to 6FGB for
shore-based operations 71 cut of 101, or a little better than TO% of ths
opem tional strength of this air group. This appears reasonable in
comparison with the 80% ratie for the 653rd, because of the difference in
the training level of the two air groups, Agaia, usiang the 15 Sept figures
glven in the teable referred to above, it appsars that the 30% withheld
consisted mainly of fighters.

Gombining the two air groups, you have Conmdr Mobile Force releasing to
6¥GB for shors~based operations 154 out of a total of 204 operational aire
eraft in these two groups. That's about 75%. As to why the other 25%
was held back, I'm afraid that your guess is as good as mime, There is
nothing in ths available documents.

One point you appear to have overlooked in your discussiem is that
there was also the 60lst Air Gp (CARDIV 1), This was ths least ready of
the three alr groups of THIRD FLEEP, which explains why Comdr Mobdile Forcs on 12 Oct
was ordersd to transfer aircraft only from CARDIVS 3 and 4 for shore-based
opemations. The 60lst, on 1 Oct, had 57 operational aircraft of combat
types, with 3% more under repair or overBauling. (8ee Translation 2)
On 17 Oct, when OZAVA was scraping togethier what was left of his carrier
air units for the sortie of the Mobile Force Main Body, the 60lst was
ordersd to send all its planes cabable of carrier operations to be accow
nodated in CARDIV 3 along with the remmants of the 653rd-and 63hth.
The 601st sent 27 planes ( see PTranslation 2), out of the total of 116
which were aboard CARDIV 3 when it sortied 20 October (ses Translaticn 3).
The rest mmst have coms frem the aircraft withheld on 12 Oct by the 653
and 634th Air Gps and such planes of these two groups as had been relsased
to 6FGB om 12 Oct buk were still in the KYUSHU area on the ITth. (Please
note that Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 355, 17 Oct, ordsred all CARDIV 3mair units
remaining in the homeland to be restored to CARDIV 3, Presumadly the same
thing wvas done with CARDIV L aircraft whichk were still in KYUSHU,)

The figure of II0 planes, which OZAVWA said in his interrogation remained
after ke bad released 150 to fncludes aircraft of the 60lst Air Gp.
Hence, you ars wrong in addiag these two figures to arrive at ths origiamal
strength of the 653rd and 634th. As indicated earlier, these two
had a combined tetal of about 204 opemtiomal aircraft. The €01st had
57 opemtional planes, making a grand total of about 260 for all of THIRD
Fleste. :

I note that 0ZAVA's interrogation implies that ke never got tack any
of ths 150 planes which hs says he was obliged to hand over to 6FGB for
ghore~dased operations, It seems, however, that this was not the case, and
that on 17 Oct he did get back what 653 and 634 Air Gp planss, transferred
earlier, still remained in the KYUSHU area. On 1l Oct, there were a total
of 60 planes of the 653rd Air Gp om OKINAWA and TATWAN (this sof" © has not
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Jet been translated and sent to o Assuming that no more advanced from
the KTUSHU bases: between the 1l4th and 17%k, that would lsave about 23

of the 653 Alr Gp planes released to 6FGB on 12 Oct gtill im the XYUSHU
&Yes.on the 17the Add these to the 20 Planes originally withhsld, and
Jou arrive at an available opermtional strength of about 43 planes for

053 Adr Gp on 17 Oct ia the homeland. Further, assuming that all these
43 planes were put aboard CARDIV 3 for the sortie, plus ths 27 whickh
Translation 2rindicates cams from GOL Air §p, that would leave U6 planes
to come frem the 63ith. Probably these figures are off considerably,

but anyway they are a rough indication of what happsned,

¥ith regard to your query concerning the complement of planes and
types for each carrier, ths Dest I can give you is ths data contained inm
Trenelation 4, I have never scen any breskdown showing what were the
conpleasnts for individual carriers. -

As for your query (4), there is ne question, it seems to ms, that
the aircraft of CARDIVS 3 and b which were not released on 12 Oct to
67 remained wnder Comdr Hebile Force (THIED Floet). There is nothing
to iadicate otherwice. _

Vell, I guness that is about all I have to offer on this gkbject,
Hope that you can unscramble the mess somelow, Meanwhile, I will echeek
once mors to see if I can find any more cluss. ,

smerel’ *

it i

Incl, 4 translatioms, 2 coples each

7 . Pretinsss tr0f T




Operations of Commender Mobile Force.

Dupring the morning of the 12th Commander Hobile Force took
no important action but awaited the results of the day's operaticas.

At about 1145 he received a dispatch from CinC, Combined
Fleet which directed him to place ell operational aircraft of
Cardiv's THREE and POUR under the operational commsnd of Commander
SIXTR Base Alr l'brei.

He therefors sonsulted with staff representatives of the
SIXTE Base Air Force and arranged that Cardiv TEREE sircraft
(653rd Alr Group) would be based at KAGO SHIMA and that Cardiv
POUR airoraft {634th Alr Group) would be based at XANOYA, KOKUBU,
KAGO SHIMA and IBESB;;.

He studied his avalladbllity reports and agreed to transfer
(a) $o EAGC SHIMA twenty-six Zero fighters, twenty-three fighter-
bombers, twenty-nine Tenssn, five carrier attaek planes; or
a total of eighty-three planes of all types and (b) to KANOYA
forty Zero fighters; to KOXUBU nine carrier bombers to XAGO SHINWA.
ten Tenszan and to IBUSUKI twelve seaplane bombers or a total of
seventy-one planes of all types. %This w§s g grand total of

/ 154 plenes, If the figures given by Cormander Mobile Feree in

.| interrogation in 1945 are spproxzimately correct there were a
gt e

nC, \Lembined Fleet Dispate ‘ onmand

Hobile Porce, War Di 944, WDO
Document 161€36 WA 11973,

#it Senior Staff 0fficer SIXTH Base Alr PForee Dispatch 1218368 October
1844 tc Conmander SIXTH Base Alr Force, ZUIKAKU War Diary,
Ootober 1st-25th, 1944, WDC Document 161836 ¥A 11973,

#4##USSBS Interrogation BAV No, 556 Interrogation of Japanese
O0fficlels, Interrogation of Vice Admiral Jisaburo Ozawa,

IJ8, Vol I, page 220,




an operational availadility of 154/260 or about sixty-percent
which, while low on American carrier standards, was a fair

average for Japanese land-based planes at this time es evidenced

by the resords of the various Japanese aiy units during this
operation,

‘ Ho also issued instruction to his Commander SECOND 8triking
Force to assign two destroyers to assist in transferring the
634th Alr Grou;. He 1ssued no instruections this day ooncerning
the 853rd Alr Group but did so the following day.

What Commander Mobile Porce thought of these preparations
is no where stated. It seems clear however that he had not been
sonsulted in the basic planning and it is also clear that he
had not been eonsulted in these plans.




‘ ifANDARD FORM NO. 64

@
Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Commodors Bates, USK — DATE: 3 April 52
FROM : Kawakami

SUBJECT:

Herewith ¢ransiation of another air document which I hoped might help
you to follew the movements of the CARDIV 3 air wnits (653 Air Op). Aetually,
I'w afraid it coatains little new informatiom outside of the "aircraf$ situation
tables" which appsar om pp. 2 and 5 of the translation. The first table
clearly shows the distribution of 653 Air Gp planes which tock part in the
14 Oct attack opemtioms, after the attack, The second table, mnder date of
19 Oct, bears no explaamatien of what it represents, but I suppese that it
is limited to 653 Air Gp strength on TAIVAN (DATEDZAN Bage). .

I triedntying up these figures with those given in SHIBATA's dfary for
653 Air Gp, but it wenBkapmaxeckixk appears to be a futile effort to try
and find any agreement between these different sources. I'm afreid Hartman
will have to0 pull the figures out of his hat. '

¥ill now get Mack to translating Toyoda's book,

CEK
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Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Capt J. J. Rochefort DATE: T April 52

FROM : Kawakemi

SUBJECT:

Becefved this morning your note asking for the return of one copy of ths
translation of Supplementary Material, 6FGB OpOrds re SHO Opns. I fiad
tkat I have only the normal number of copies of the translatiem which bears
this subject at the top and covers Items I.III, so I presume that it is not
this ome. I do have one t0o many coples of the second part of the translatiom o
Items IV and V. Se I am returning ome copy of the latter herewiti. The
translation was not assembled properly, so I have reassembled It as 1t should
be. Please do the same with the copy you retained up Xisére. '

Roger is leaving imminently for a 6-week junket to Tokye. It will be pos-
sible for him to chsck into any particular questionms which may be bothering you,
of the sort that are not amswered in #je available documenis, He'll be able
to talk directly te Toyoda, Ozawa, Kurita and any other high.renking officers
who had to do with the SHO operations and are still available. Please sead me
a 1list of any spedfic things you'd lIike lodked into on the spot. Ons worthwhile
subject of investigation would be thes submarine operations. Roger could check
and see if any 6 Fleet off}fers are arowsd, from vhom he might be able to get

some dope. ( CHK 3'24’52- oax




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

@ ®
O]j'ice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Commodore R. W, Bates DATE: 4 April 1952
FROM : Kawakami
SUBJECT:
Herswith the translation ef the pertinent (1) pages frem Toyoda's books.

I repeat my earlier warning to you with regard ta its reliabllity and, on
Monday, will try to get off & letter containing some comments conceraing
& few points.

Glad you found the Mobile Flest memorandum usefal, I thought you would.

Tell Bochefort that I bow to his infallibility on the subject ef

Japanese jJargem.
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Ojﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Cormodore R, W, Bates, USN DATE: 10 April 52
FROM : Kawakami

SUBJECT:

Herewith three translations of air documents. As you can gee, We are going
or inte the air opermations after the ISth, that is, during the LEYTE actien
proper. Ve have exbausted all material on the background plase.

The accompanying trenslations are all the mtertal there is concerning the
operations of the aircraft en CARDIV 3, outside of what may be o ntaimed in the
repcris for the earriers themselves. We will preceed with the latter.

CHK

~

CH [ 4-10-52
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Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :  Commodore R. W, Bates, USN DATE: 1h Apr 52

FROM : Kawaksnd

SUBJECT:

Horewith translatiocn of anotle r brief air document, pertineat to the
TAIVAN air battle. I previously thought that I would not bother with this onse,.
since its contexts appeared to duplicate the entries in the "Asticr of Other
Units" colusms of the 166th Fighter Untt and 263rd Attack Unft detailed action
reports, 1lw2l Oct, However, it may be well for you to have this ome too, if
only to check against the other twe. This really does finish up everything
we have covering air operatioas up to the 17th,

Saw Roger off at the MATS terminal thiis morning and wished that I
were heading for Tokye myself. Canlt you wangle me a free rids out there socme-
time? I gave Roger several pages of stuff te ask Capt. Ohmae abemt, including
ths matter of whose original bright idea it was to use the carrier air units
for land-based cpemtiens, and exactly what percentages of CARDIV 3 and b
operational aircraft wers turned over by OZAVA, etc., Howv is Vol. I progressing
up there?! Are yom near completien?

. Best wishes,

(Se CHK 4 ls2)
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TO  :  Commodore R, W, Bates, USN DATE: 17 Apr 52

FROM :  Kawakani CHK #-17-5Z

SUBJECT:

Herewitk translations of three actiom reports of units of the 653rd Air Gp
covering their shore-tased opestions (from PHILIFPINES) during the LEYTE Battle
proper. This polishes off all material for this air group for ths whole period
of pour study.

FPlease note that, though thess reports are for the LEYTE actien proper, ths
263rd Attack Unit report contains some loss and strength data going back to 1N
Oct. See last three pages of translation. This data may be useful to Hartman for
the TAIVAN alr phase.

Reselved this morniag your letter concerniag inquiries which you would 1like
Boger to make whils he 13 in Tokyc. He is just about thers by this tims, so I
will drop him a lins and tramsmit your request. As leng as Roger 1imits his
inguiries to the Historiocal Section, howsver, I'm afraid that ke isn't going to
get much. new material, especially on the subject of Fourth Air Army operations
or the missing Combined Fleet OpOrige YoOu sesm to forget that I spent thrse
years out thers trying to find these and a whols lot of other missing documents,

So please dont get your hopes ups I will let Roger know exactly what material we
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TO
e
FROM

SUBJECT:

have alrsady, so #hat Col. Hartmen and the Historical Sectiem boys (ORMAE &
Company) won't pass off on him the same old materials we already bave - Col.
SATO's papers, the NACHI documents, ets, They could give Roger all this
stuff as nsw material, and he wouldn't kmow the differsnce ,

I am also forvarding herswith a corrected copy of the translation of the
section of TOYODA's book., Apparently, your yosman doesn't copyrsad the typed
copies: at all, otherwise he would eatch ths simple typographieal errors. 1
guspect, though, that he has his hands pretity full,

Sincerely,
CHK
Foth = Jlponsse Zrinman) Foaotidins
! trmidid ?/1/ Drtnalidon
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,Oﬁice Memomndﬂm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Commodors R, W, Bates DATE: 21 Apr A2
FROM : Kawalami

SUBJECT:

Horowkh a couple mors translations of alr documents. Ths 103rd Attack Unit
war diary goes back to the TAIWAN air battle and contains some sirength figures
which may Be helpful to Comdr Harbtman.

CEK
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TO :  Commodore R, W, Bates, USK DATE: 25 Apr 52
FROM : Kawakami
SUBJECT:

Horowith translations of a couple mors air documents. The war diary of the
203rd Alr Gp contains data pertinent to the TAIWAN air battle as well as to
subsequent operations in tke PHILIFPINES,

Will write to Roger again and transmit your raq'a.sst for thks photos, It
ghouldn't be difffcult to obtain them,

Will be awaiting your manuscript with interest. Best wishes.
CHK
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O]_‘ﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Commodore R. W, Bates DATE: 30 April 52

FROM : - Kawakami

SUBJECT:

Horewith two more translations of air actlorn reports fer peried after 17
Oct., There are only a couple more action reports to translate, and then
we shall have completed all the avaeilable air material (exclusive of the reports of the
carriers themselves) for the entire period through 25 Oet. The amount of
translation has been voluminous. Still, as I previously teld even this
mass of material (since it densists of individusl wnft repo falls far short
of giving a complete acceunt. There are too meny units for which no documents
are available. I dread to think of what the tramnslatioen jeob would be if we
did bave documents for the whole works,

I have or hand completed txanslations of 6FGB and other ocperatioms exders
for the period after 17 Oct. Will send these along after I Eave checked tlam.

Have not heard anything yet from Roger but presume that he is acting em
our requests in between numercous 15-cent dry Martinis.

CEK

(ctr #-30-52)
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